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LORD THOMSON’S address at Cooper 
Union, December 29 at 8:15 p. m., te the only 
speech scheduled on the “British Labor Party” 
in New York. Questions and discussion from 
the floor. Members are urged to secure tickets 
in advance at 9 East 45th Street. Tickets also 
on sale at the Hall, Monday evening. Price: 
£1.10 and 25 cents. 
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COMPLETE THE WASHINGTON CONFERENCE 


CAREMONGERS are industriously in- 
J citing ill-will and suspicion between the 
United States and Japan. Alarmist ac- 
counts of the deterioration of our navy and 
imperative demands for a sweeping Con- 
gressional investigation, inflammatory 
charges of Japanese bad faith and egre- 
gious violations of the Washington naval 
agreements, and similar’ intimations 
against the good faith of Great Britain, 
culminated in the mad proposal of Repre- 
sentative Britten (December 18) to pro- 
mote “the solidarity of the white people 
of the Pacific through . . . . conference of 
the white nations bordering” on that 
ocean. Irresponsible and flagrant jingo- 
ism could scarcely go further. But the 
ranking member of the House Committee 
on Naval Affairs is in this agitation only 
the most blatant offender against elemen- 
tary principles of fair play and good taste. 
United States naval officials, not without 
example from Secretary Wilbur himself, 
have abetted, if not incited some of these 
violent attacks. 


The Administration has now decisively 
intervened to counteract these activi- 
ties. President Coolidge let it be known 
last week that he did not share the fears 
of the extremists, that he did not favor 
a Congressional investigation and would 
not permit our government to be stam- 
peded into competitive building. It is to 
be regretted that he did not see fit to re- 
buke more directly those officials most ac- 
tive in the agitation. Secretary Hughes 
took the occasion of the appointment of 
the new Japanese Ambassador, Matsu- 
daira, to reiterate his belief in the continu- 
ance of good relations between the two 
countries. Japanese officials reciprocated 
by expressing a similar faith. 

Though temporarily the anti-Japanese 
agitation has been weakened, it has not 
been ended. The results of the Washing- 


ton Conference were incomplete. The Con- 
ference failed: (1) to create any continu- 
ing body empowered to ascertain in an 
impartial way whether the commitments 
made by the Powers were being carried 
out in good faith; (2) to agree on any 
basis of limitation for submarines or aux: 
iliary craft of less than 10,000 tonnage 
Thus the Conference did nothing to pre 
vent competitive building in these type: 
and left the fruitful seeds of misunder 
standing and friction for cultivation by 
militarists on both sides of the Pacific. 

Is not the logical next step the callin; 
of another Washington naval disarmamen! 
conference to complete the work of th 
first? How else can the war mongers be 
silenced? 

The Senate and a Tariff War 

T is reported that the Senate will r: 

quest the Administration to negotiate 
a new treaty of commerce with Germany 
on the theory that the one now awaiting 
ratification cannot secure the necessary 
two-thirds majority. Senatorial opposi 
tion is centered on that provision of the 
treaty which prohibits discriminatory 
tariff duties by either country in favor of 
its own shipping against the shipping of 
the other. In 1920, the Merchant Marine 
Act “authorized and directed” the Presi- 
dent to terminate a similar provision con- 
tained in many or all of the country’s com- 
mercial treaties with maritime nations. 
President Wilson insisted that such direc- 
tion was unconstitutional and refused to 
carry it out. President Harding later 
maintained the same position, though dur- 
ing his campaign he had supported the 
Congressional viewpoint. President Cool- 
idge has taken the same stand as his two 
predecessors. 

If the Senate has its way and the Ger- 
man treaty is amended so as to permit 
tariff discrimination as a subsidy to our 
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shipping, then the other commercial 
treaties logically would have to be amended 
also. As the New York World pointed out 
last Saturday, only one result could follow 
from such action: “A costly war in re- 
taliatory ship tariffs such as the maritime 
world has never known before. Is this 
what the Senate is seeking in relation to 
the German treaty?” 

British Protectionism 
TANLEY BALDWIN outlined in the 
House of Commons, December 17, an 

almost startling economic policy for Great 
Britain. Under the form of amending the 
“Safeguarding of Industries Act” and pro- 
viding for certain forms of Imperial Pref- 
erence, he foreshadowed a policy which 
logically would grow into a complete sys- 
tem of Protection for Britain and to a 
lesser degree for the Empire. Both Labor 
and Liberal parties immediately pointed 
this out. Should this policy become effec- 
tive, its effects will reach far beyond 
Britain and even beyond the British Em- 
pire. There are serious students of world 
problems who believe that this attempt to 
consolidate the Empire will be a decisive 
factor in destroying it. Their argument 
is that the world has tolerated Britain’s 
control of so vast a portion of the earth’s 
surface largely because the British Gov- 
ernment has never heretofore undertaken 
to set up tariff discrimination against non- 
British commerce. 


Lord Curzon and Germany 

HE British decision announced by 

Lord Curzon last week that his gov- 
ernment would not withdraw from the 
Cologne bridgehead on January 10 as pro- 
vided by the Versailles Treaty has made 
a painful impression in Germany. It is 
probably merely one part of an arrange- 
ment now being worked out by Foreign 
Minister Chamberlain with Herriot to give 
France a substitute for the security she 
hoped to gain through the Protocol, now 
delayed through British action at least 
several months. 


The Russian Enigma 

EWS from Russia during the last two 

or three months has been very diffi- 
cult to interpret with any certainty. Con- 
fessions from Premier Rykoff that “in de- 
claring war on private trade we bent the 
stick too fast and too far,” stories of di- 
minishing economic resources, and the de- 
terioration of industrial equipment are not 
easily reconciled with reports such as that 
issued last week by the British Trade 
Union delegation just returned from Rus- 
sia. This report declares: 

Social, industrial and economic conditions 
of Russia have enormously improved since 
the visit of the British delegation in 1920. 
Members of both delegations and expert ad- 
visers formerly —a Russia for many 
years are agreed as to the very rapid process 
of economic restoration. ... The financial 
stability of Russia is more secure than was 
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ex ed. ... Industrial undertakings are 
bein rapidly developed, especially for elec- 

trical power and equipment. The high degree 
of organizing and administrative capacity and 
enthusiasm of the workers under the new 
system of State ownership deeply impressed 
the delegation. Housing conditions of the 
workers are being rapidly improved. ...A 
great effort is being made to eliminate illiter- 
acy. ... Administrative departments of the 
Soviet State are well organized and efficiently 
controlled. ... Religious institutions have 
complete freedom to exercise their religious 
beliefs. ... but the Church has been dis 
established. . . . and no religious instruction 
is given in the schools. 

The outstanding political development 
of the last weeks has been the so-called [ 
“war on Trotzky.” The creator of the 
Soviet army is now being subjected to bit- 
ter attacks from the dominant triumvirate, 
Stalin, Zinovieff and Kamenev. Taking 
advantage of Trotzky’s ill-health, these 
hundred-per-cent Communists have forced 
him to give up his control of the army 
and have attacked with great bitterness 
his alleged lapse from the purest Commv- 
nist principles. It would appear, there. 
fore, that the dominant Soviet influences 
are just now moving away from the so- 
called “new economic policy” of Lenin 
which looked towards compromise with 
capitalism. If this be true, Russia, despite 
the establishment of diplomatic relations 
with more than twenty states, is probably 
further removed from normal economic 
relations than a yearago. J.G. McD. f— 


Albania Appeals to the League E 
A= last Saturday formally ap- 

pealed to the League of Nations ask- 
ing that the Council consider as promptly 
as possible under Articles 12 and 15 of 
the Covenant the dispute between her and 
Yugoslavia. This trouble has grown out 
of border raids which recently have 
reached almost the proportions of war. 
Albania charges that these attacks on her 
frontier are abetted by Yugoslavia. The 
League of Nations immediately put its ma- 
chinery into operation. The Secretary: 
General asked the two governments to 
communicate to the League statements of 
their cases and also forward the Albanian > 
appeal to all members of the Council. [| 


Members of the F. P. A. are invited tof 
attend the Annual Dinner of the League} 
for Industrial Democracy, Tuesday even- 
ing, Dec. 30, 1924, at 6:30 o’clock, at the 
Fifth Avenue Restaurant, 200 Fifth Ave. 


Subject: “THE MARCH OF IMPE- 
RIALISM.” Speakers: Professor Edwari 
Mead Earle, Dr. Scott Nearing, Otto H.¥ 
Kahn and Morris Hillquit. Tickets, $2.50, 
at the L. I. D., 70 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 


F. P. A. Resolution for 1925 
RESOLVED: To double our membership if ¥ 
every present member will ff 
bring in one more! 
E. G. O. 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin <ipew 


